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TO THE; :2 7; S403. 3 * p Mi. | 


. IN this ſmall Poem, deſcriptive. of the inno- 


cent recreations which prevail throughout the 


country, during the Christmas receſs, I am con- 


 ſcious, there are many imperfeftions'; but one 
of the beſt of our Britiſh Poets / Pope) in his 


Exxay on Criticiom, very hi = 


| 


* Whoever inks a 2 an piece to (fon, 2 
« Thinks what ne er N nor . nor cer ſhall be. 


F 5%. 


m I am emboldened, with all its is deseo, 
to iſſue it from the prels ; at ifie ſame time, 
AZ 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


| hoping, that there are ſome paſſages to be found 
in it, which will, in a meaſure, atone for the 
faults it may contain. | | ; 
The factidiou critic vill, perhaps, on a curſory | 
peruſal, deem three or four lines in particular 
(Which are printed in italics) not worthy a place 
in poetry: the Simplicity of the incidents, neceſſa- 
rily introduced, will, I truſt, prove 4 afcicnt | 
| apology for their inſertion. 5 


Sbould this little piece meet with that degree 
of epprobation the former humble effuſions of my 
: Muſe have been favored with, 1 ſhall; be happy: 
and it is with the greateſt deference and reſpeſt, 
that I, once more, ſubſcribe myſelf, , © 


The Public's moſt obedient nner e ; 


Feomacns eh 9. horn, 


Hin CHRISTMAS, hail! of thee, I, gladly, now 
Attempt to ſing. Much might my Muſe declare 
Of what importance unto MAN thou wal. 

When (as he lay beneath his Maker's cute, 
Through Adam's treſpaſs, and no Saviour born, 
With mercy fraught, to reſcue him from woe) 
Thou, pregnant proving with Salvation rich, 
Didſt give a GOD, incarnate, to 5 
His load of guilt, and angry Juice foothe, | 

By ſuff ring for him on the ſhameful croſs. 
But themes like this to grave Divines I ewes ; 
And purpoſe, that my humble lay record | 
The harmleſs mirth which, in the country, "reigns, 
When, Chrizimas, thou, thy welcome. viſit mak' At. 
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Which careful THETIS, anxious for the veal E: . 
Of great ACHILLES, to the hero gave. #1 


Is traightway taken | to "the neighb ring fowns, 5 


CHRISTMAS. 
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CONVIVIAL SEASON! at thy near approach, 15 | 
In country towns, Britannia's. HOUSEWIVES, blihe, 


Their pewter, Brass, and tin utenſils, ſcour : 
Their windows, too, they, by ablution, rid 

Of {pot opaque and much their cleanſing brush, 

In ev'ry ſecret cranny of the houſe, 20 
Annoys the ꝓider, tyrant of the walls! £4% 


And deals deftrution to his curious web. 

Well pleas'd, their ſtore of fam'ly plate they take 
From cupboard lock d, where, haply, it hath ſtood 
A period long, by all the houſhold train 2 25 
Untouch' d, unſeen; but, now, is burniſh d uw. N. 
(To dignify te approaching feſtive hours, 35 
And gaily entertain expekted Friends) 

In brightneſs equal to the radiant mield 


* 


From 1 Hedge | is Herres by: _ dende * 


„ +4 


#94, 
ft 3 L44 Ch 4 


And fraught with Sa of a eden bas, 


Which, torn aſunder from its parent trunk, 35 
28415 3109 1 51. 


_ 
16.4 341 


Where windows, man{els, candlesticks, and Shelves, 3 
Quarts, pints, decanters, piphins, basons, "Jugs 7700 


LVL, 


And at anicles of houſhold yare, 581% 10% 
The verdant garb confels. 3 bend 4 49 
The hapleſs. eripplt, tuning, through the ſtreets, / 
His care! new; and, oft, amid the Eloamm ,/ 1 
of midnight hours, prevail ch- accuſtom d ſounds A 
Of wakeful WAITS, whoſe - melody .(compos'd A 

Of hautboy, organ, violin, and flute, 0 45 
And various other inſtruments of mitth) 214 
Is meant to celebrate the coming time ; | 
And whale nocturnal ſerenade, affords | 1 
Senſation, pleaſing, to the liſt'ners — 85 
The city Skhopman,;, nqw, the varehouſe anni * 
Whof bus'neſs long his ſtrièt attention claim 4 3 
And, ſmartly mounted, to the country rides, 

Wich rapid pace; amongſt his rural friends. 

To ſhire their pleaſures, and relax his tolls 
Where, he or dallies with the buxom nymphs, | 656 
Or, arm'd with thunder, braves th inclement cold, 
Through marſhy fields, or over hills of tow, a 
Deſtruction dealing to the feather'd rage. 1 
With gadſome heart, againſt the Seaſon ga 

The ruſtic Farmer taps his copious caſks \ KEE 60 | 
Of Slingo old, and nym*rous der butts ; $8. 5 


His barrels, too, of nappy ale, are broach'd . 
3 2 


10 hy CHRISTMAS. ” 


Nor pleas'd 1s E. unleſs his 0 round, 
Ere Christmas come, anticipate his cheer, 
And, fuddled, ſtagger to their ſev'ral homes. 65 
The SCHOOL-BOY, alſo, feels exceſs of joy, 
And, anxious, ev'ry moment deems an age | | 
Till breaking-up takes place; to ſing of which 
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(Though CRITICS ſhould condemn the humble theme) 
My Muſe, delighted, will attempt the taſk. - 70 


A SCHOOL there was, within'a well-known town - 

(Bridgwater call'd) in which the boys were wont, 5 
At breaking-up for Chriſtmas' lov'd receſs, _ | 
| To meet the Maſter, on the happy morn, 

At early hour :*. the cuſtom, too, prevail'd, 9 

That he who firſt the ſeminary reach'd 

Should, inſtantly, perambulate the ſtreets, 

With ſounding horn, to rouſe his fellows uP 3 ; 
And, as a compenſation for his care, 5 

His flouriſh'd copies, and his chapter taſk, 8 
Before the reſt, he, from the Maſter, had. 

For many days, ere breaking-up commenc'd, 

Much was the clamour, *mongſt the bearer} trot, | 
oa firs, would dare his well-warm'd bed forego; ; 


$ Uſually at four o'clock, 


CHRISTMAS.” * 


And, round the town, with horn of ox equipp'd, - 85 


His ſchoolmates call. Great emulation glowd 

In all their breaſts; but, when che morning came, 
Straightway was heard, reſounding through the Arcew, 
The pleaſing blaſt (more welcome, far, to them, WE 5 
Than is, to Sortsmen, the delightful cry ' 90 T 
Of hounds on chaſe) which ſoon together' mug 0 

A tribe of boys, who, thund'ring at the doors 
Of thoſe, tlieir fellows, ſunk in Somnus' arms, 
Great odd made, and much the town alarm'd. 
At length, the gladſome, congregated throng, 95 
Toward the school, their willing progreſs bent, 
With loud huzzas, and, crowded round the deſk, 
Where ſat the Maſter, buſy at their books, 

In reg'lar order, each receiv'd his own. 

The youngſters, then, enfranchis'd from the ſchool; 100 
Their fav'rite ſports purſu'd. Some pleaſure took 

In raſhly ſliding on the frozen pond, '* | 
Whoſe crazy ſurface men, perhaps, Had deemrd 
With horror pregnant, and replete with fate; 
Whilſt others, vent rous, with the dang'rous gun 105 
Their time employ'd ; nor was there one but felt. 

(His vacant weeks drawn nearly to a cloſe) © 
Diſquiet, grievons, at the frequent thought, 


* 


That, deny, the od a . 1 | 
When /(all his Chriſtmas holidays expir'd) 110 
To SCHOOL, he, forthwith, muſt return again. 

Dire is the ſlaughter which prevails around. 
To make proviſion for the coming hours 


Of gen'rall joy! Ducks, now, and houſhold fowk, " 
By «countleſs thouſands, eagerly are caught, 115 
And robb'd of life ; the well cramm'd turkey, too, 


Who lately ſtrutted *mongſt his feather'd friends, 


With air majeſtic and gigantic bulk, TREE | / 
Amid the ſudden, epidemic rage. N 


No. mercy finds; nor you, ye gecse renown'd!. 120, 


( Although your anceſtors immortal Rome, 
By well imd cac ling. from deſtruction avid, 
When | barb'rous Gauls, by furious Brennus led, 

With daring ſtep, the Capitol approach'd) a & 
Can *ſcape the carnage of the preſent time ; 12 5 | 


But, having firſt the deadly ſtroke receiv'd, 


Your bones, with others, luckleſs as your own, 
Muſt, + cg 80 to load the feſtive board. 


1 by Lac Ee, lovd CHRISTMAS, St arriv', 5 


The pariſn bells their tuneful peals reſound; 130 


l 


And mirth, and gladneſs, ev'ry breaſt pervade. f 
The pond · rous ASHEN FAGGOT, nn Low _ 
The jolly Farmer, to his crowded hall © ans 
Conveys, with ſpeed; where, on the ring * flames 
(Already fed with ſtore of maſſy brand) 135 
It blazes ſoon; — nine bandages it bears, ö 
And, as they each disjoin (ſo Cuſtom wills) 
A mighty jug of ſparkling eyder's brought; 
With brandy mix'd, to elevate the | gueſts ; / 
Who, cloſely huddled round the cheerful fire, 
In various ways, their Christmas gambols urge. 
'Twas at an harmleſs village ſcene, like this, } 04 
The fair CLORINDA and her noble youth, 3 
HORATIO nam'd, firſt met, admir'd, and lere 
Whoſe ſtory (as it is not known to all) 445 
1 . humble Muſe vill, e, uw q Nur a) 
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172 


Not quite leg centuries have roll'd te aaa 
Since, in a pleaſant” Weſtern County, dwellrtt 
An honeſt Farmer, whom, throughout e c 47 


* + 


(The title pleaſing) we ſhaft DAMON cal. 580 


of ew e, muck be could” not bea; bah 
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Ws the dy: ; and, at th“ approach of ie, 5 > 
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- CHRISTMAS: 


Wich ure "pgs reach 'd his bike any 2 / 
He, though not crown'd with riches, at command, 1 55 
Had yet an eaſy competence proeur'd, 
And, in his heart, poſſeſs'd an ample ſtore y 
Of (what the giddy and the gay know not) * 
Content divine; whilſt to indulgent Heav'n, 1 41 
For what he had, his grateful thanks he ſent. 160 
The neighbours round, ador'd him, and admir d; 
Nor was there one but, with unfeigned . zeal, 
The choiceſt bleſſings wiſh'd upon his head, 
And ſpake, profuſely, in the good man's praiſe. | 
An only child the tender DAMON had, + + 20 
CLORINDA call'd, than whom was never ſeen 145 
A maid; more fair: Her charming form, to view, 1 
Was ſtraight, as is the poplar tree renown'd ; 55 
In juſt proportion, too, her cheeks diſplay'd d 
The lily's whiteneſs and the roſe's bluſh : 5 170 
' Her auburn hair, in waving ringlets, grac de 
Her lovely neck, moſt exquiſitely. ſhap'd!. t 
Whilſt, through her kerchief, to the ſight, aroſe 
Her boſom, whiter far than Alpine now: 
And, in whoſe manſion, VIRTUE held her reign, ö 75 | 
With INN OCENCE ſerene : Her piercing eyes 


Such luſtre ound, as doth reſplendent, SOL, 


8 
* 
«>», 
1 


When, from the! filing | regions * the | Eaſt, 
He comes, and, burſting , Ether s gelid aun. 
Beſtows his radiance on the gladden'd world. 180 
Thus ſhone the Maid! and, now, had juſt attainꝰd 
Her eighteenth year; when, from a neighb/ring, Je 


(At which the careful Damon had her . 5 
Her Mother dying in her infant days) Ia 18; 
Return'd, to paſs her holidays away r 185 


Within the circle of her country friends, 
She, with her Father, on a Curiſtmas-Eve, 
By chance, or fate, was ſtanding at the door, 
What time the ſervants (ſtagg ring neath the Rs 
An Ashen Faggot, of enormous fize, © | 190 
Were buſy, bearing to the ſportive hall. At bu 
Juſt then HORATIO, paſſing. near the houſe, 
As homeward he, from ſhooting, bent his courſe, | | 
CLORIN DA ſaw: Ye Gods, what tranſports fierce; | . 
Like ſwifteſt light'nings, ruſh'd upon his ſoul, 195 \ I 
And ſeiz d his nerves! Speeehleſs. u he Bod 
And, as a statue, void of motion, too FP +)! With 
For though, from childhood, he had- pale his . 
Mid mighty London's. celebrated throng, a 7 T9e 
Such pow'rful beauty nee'r, before, he viewd, 200 


4 


As now appear'd to bleſs his raviſh'd eyes! OL. 68 


His rank 424 . (fo of noble blood 15 7 cM | 
HORATIO was, and affluent to excefs) » 5 
Might him have warranted to alk che hang 
of any female, mongſt the higher clas 465 


But potent Love had now abſorb'd his ſoul- 


Beneath his roof, to join the cheerful . | 


In one alone, and fair CLORINDA e! 18e 354 
At length, recover'd of his torpid ſtate, i 4921 
Wih graceful manners, and bewitchipg mien, 
He, boldly, ventur'd to addreſs the Oat +" i "7 "oy 


(For lovers ſeldom at a loſs are found iu BG 
To introduce diſcourſe.) The Father a0. ** OR . 
And him invited, ign'rant of his rank. 


And ſhare a portion. of their Chriſtmas _ ns 
With rapture, he the offer kind embrac'd, at, 
And mingled in their mirth: but, ah! their mirth | 
Was nought to bim ! alone, the Virgin rad 
His. ev'ry thought, nor all the world beſide | = 
Appear'd an object worthy. his regard. 480 
His ardent paſſion fair CLORINDA view'd. pe : 
And ſoon HORATIO, from ber Poing 5. 

A declaration of her love teceiv'd; A Lion IU 
Though not 100 haxtily did the diſcloſe. || | 


The ſoft emotions which her boſom felt? 4 225 


1 


The happy people, inſtantly reſign 
Their hours | to mirth; unopen'd are an tops, 


| CHRISTMAS, 


For, in an Angel's — form, 


The bloaming Maid an Angel's virtue 9988 
Unus'd was ſhe to affefiation. man. 
And jihing condutt, which the modiſn Fair, 19 8 


Too often, praßtiſe on unwary ſwains. - k-,-4/'; Bait 
Disinterestedly, ſhe loy'd the Youth; |  _ 
And, had he been of origin obscur 


. (Poſſeſſing the 'accompliſhments he did, 


Of mind and body). ſtill the peerleſs Maid | 
Would only him have favor'd with her heart. 235 
Some months elaps'd, when this enamour'd pair : 
(Conſent of Damon being firſt obtain'd) - 7 
At Hymen's altar, mutually, exchang'd l 
Their faithful vows; and, in cach other, found is 
(What all the world, without, could never yield) 24⁰ 

Excess of joy. Gladly, HORATIO kepʒt 
The happy day, on which he firſt beheld. #1 
CLORINDA's- charms; to give a proof of wich, 
An humble Ashen Faggo!'s ſemblance: Rrong,,, -/ 


Till n Ja e on hi, ee e. 5 


wy 


ür the country, Cunternas-Day Abe 
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And bus ne ſs ; (for the . week, at leaſt) / 
A ſtoppage feels. Clad in his, Sunday clothes, 250. 


The Workman, ſtraightway, to the pot-house hies 
(Throng'd cloſely, and in clouds of ſmoke involv'd). 
And there, amidft his congregated friends, 
O'er pipe and can, vociſerates, aloud, PO had tarot] 
His hum'rous ſong 3 ; or, POLITICS the theme, 256 
Big as a Lord, his ſentiments he ſpeaks, 
And reprobates e MTNISTER, whoſe. e 
And headstrong rashness, . great Britannia Hed | 
In needless war, and load her gallant ſonss 
With taxes heavy ; ſuch, as not the 2 2060 
Of Engliſh hiſtory the like can ſhew. 8 
Ghadly, the Boy, with Cristmas-vox in hand, 
Throughout the town, his devious route purſues 1 7 
And, of his Maſter” s cuſtomers, implores 
The yearly mite : oſten his cash he ſhakes ; _ 265 
The which, perchance, of coppers few onde, 1 | 
Whoſe dulcet jingle fills his little ſoul | 
With joy as boundleſs: as the debtor feels, 
When, from the bailiff's rude,” uncivil gripe, 
His friends redeem him, and, with Pity, fraught, 270 
The claims of all his creditors diſchasge. 1 
Now social Friends their focial friends invite 


INES >; | 


m m, 


To ſhare the feat and on the table's plc! 

The fam'd sirloin, with puddings nicely bak d, 8 
Surcharg'd with plumbs, and, from the oven, hot; 275 
Nor wanting are minc d- pies, in plenteous heaps, 

T” augment the dainties of the brave repaſt. 


The day expir'd, and ſable ev'ning come, 
Forthwith, the company, in gameſome mood, Fd 
The parlour crowd. High on the cheerful fire 280 
Is, blazing, ſeen th' enormous Chriſtmas brand; 
Whilſt cloſely faſten'd are the ſev'ral doors, ; | 
E exclude the wind, which only is obſervd , } 

In ſudden, hollow, boiſt'rous blaſts, to roar ' : | 
Throughout the ſtreet.” Young Men and Maidens, now, obs 
At feed the dove” (with laurel leaf /i in mouth) 

Or * blind-man's Buff or “ hunt the | slipper, wy 
Replete with glee. Some, haply, cards adopt: AY U 
When, ſtraigbtway, on the board of green, appear 
Kings, Queens, and Knaves (Equality admir'd * . 
With all the legion of inferior rank, 

In mingled heaps: Silence profound previ, 

The whilſt, attentively, at uit they ſtick, © 
Save that 00 ſcolds, if wr a frolic. "_ 


"Te & WE 4 


f 2 3 CHRISTMAS. 


The bum rous = Wo 0 N ber * od, 295 
And * trous at the fn) her trumps 5 


n, jif + to lan they the * confine, 
The happy folk, adjacent to the fire, 
Their ſtations take; excepting one alone ET 
( Sometimeg the ſocial Miſtreſs of the wen & 300 
Who fits within the centre of the room, _ 17 | 
To cry the paums: much is the laughter, now, 
Ariſing ſolely from the aukward lot „„ 
i ö Of ſuch as can't the Christmas catch repeat, ee, 
il : | And who, perchance, are ſentenc'd to falute 305 
Ut Tr The jetty beauties, of the chimney-back, == 4 
b Or ladys Shoe: others, more lucky far, | 
1 By hap, or favor, meet a ſweeter dom - 
F And, on cach fair-one's lovely lips, imprint $3 40 
6 The ardent kiss bluſhing, the maiden, coy, 310 
* With fruitleſs ſtrength, endeavours to reſiſt 306 
j I The am'rous youth, and ſhun his warm embrace 3 | , 
i 
| 
| 


Whilſt, fird with tranſport, he purſues the e 
Nor reſts until the _ taſk's — Kath 11 


11 

a n 

| / N K 4 
1 5 | 


8 at a W fend the 450 noiſe, h 8g 
| | The rural people paſs their Chrizimas hours. 


Before a period to thy ſtrain is put, e e ü 
A moment turn: her raise, already, e Her bak 
Haſt humbly ſang ;* nor, though the Bard obſcure 6-0] 
(Or disingenuous, mean, malignant . ſoul} i % 
Lately, her virtues and her fame Pen 5 Sic 
Shalt thou exclude her from * YO _ * 10 


3 
20114 16 1 


Wdilſt, — mrths.clnl e e 


Around the on; to view the larder there, 113 38 


. ' fries) don 9H -. 
-» tk a | Poem of the Aubor's entitled Brixtlia, 5 
+ I beg leave to 2 my readers to a Quarto Pozx, not long 6 
iſſued from the preſs, entitled * Bristol, a Satire,“ than which hever a > 
a publication more destitute of CANDOUR.| The Author (ſuppoſed to he 
2 Mr. R. .) notwithſtanding (as 1 am informed) he is a native | of the 
gives a looſe to the Bitteren invectives againſſ 1 be eb, "0 4 
m amongſt other things equally falſe, moſt unjust ly actuſes them of deficiency 
in point of charity / This is the more en as. it as notorious, 
that not a city in England abounds with more charities han BRISTOL, 
in proportion to its fize.' I might fay wuch on the ſpitit ol 
which pervades the whole of this Poem; as well n on the fow and py 
grammatical language it contains; but, at preſent, | ſhall only give 
following Specimen of the Author's extraordinary abil:ties, which pollibly 
may operate on the public is a criterion whereby they m — 
merit of the work itself. When this immortal Bard annoyneed bis dier 
Poem in the Briſtol papers, the advertiſement read thus, « Juſt publi e 


(&c.) BaIsTOL, A Satire, A Puem / The adjettive * 


Superabundant genius, perhaps, never heard of; n bn 
would have n it a | Satirical Poem. 


| But, come, | my Muſe, 'to Bristol, much rehown's} . I , 
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cHRISTMAS. 


What We Grant Chok'd is the paſſage. que 
Wich thoſe, who, eager, for admittance 'preſs; © 
And who, with eyes 'uplifted, feel abſorb'd _. 
In yaſt amazement at the heaps of game, Nein th 71 
Which line the walls. Within a neighbouring room, 330 
| Conſpicuouſſy, appears the Baron huge oe L 
i" Of waſted Beef, which: truly gen' rous WEEKS, | Ale 
is For liberality of ſpirit fam'd, EF ld 
| Prepares each Christmas, for the uſe of all oY 
Who chooſe to come and of the boon partie: 335 
He, noble ſoul ! is ever foremoſt ſeen 
In ads conducive to the public good ; | 
Nor lives a man, in Britain's wide 1 
More fraught with ardour for his country's weal, 
Or warm attachment to his e in. 3 2 
= Nor ſhall tb ren of Briſtol's ial fons 
if - Eſcape unfung. Mov'd with Compassion, 5 $ 
Hl When Christmas laſt reviſited our *, foros 4B0 
|; Attended with extremity v1 cold, | - 1011. 
Inceſlant Frost, and ceaſeleſs clouds of n π•.. 345 
Large contributions through the city A 
And dealt the balm of comfort to the ſouls __ Ws 
F or pining "thouſands, who had dong fultain'd” 


* 


— g * 
i 74 


The iron hand of Poverty ſevere ls“ 
Ye ſons of Briſtol! much the Muſe reflefts, . 

With ſecret pleaſure, on your deeds humane : 38 
Enroll'd in Heav'n's bright archives hey remai 
Nor all the ſpleen. a. L=—, can diſcharge 
Your fame ſhall fully, or your worth degrade. | 


- 


- 


| * This inſtance of the generoſity of the people of Briſtol, cowand the 


indigent, is. an additional proof of the injuetice the author of “ Beine, 
a Satire,” is guilty of, in charging them with PTD 
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